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Indonesia is the largest tuna -producing country in the world, contributing over  15% of global 

tuna production. In Indonesia, Fishing & Living focuses on the small scale artisanal ha ndline 

tuna  fishery which significantly contributes to nutrition, food security, sustainable livelihoods, 

jobs and poverty alleviation in Indonesia  

What is Handline Tuna Fishing?  

    Anova sources fish from across 

Indonesia, predominantly from small -

scale handline  boats. These boats and 

the fishing method used are extremely 

artisanal in nature  

Handline fishing is a very simple fishing method: 

one man, one hook, one line and one fish!  

      Many handline 

fishermen use kites to 

move the baited 

hooks through the 

water  
The small-scale fishery directly employs approximately 2.5 million 

people  in Indonesia, thus having far -reaching effects on food security 

and income.  
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¶ Low bycatch:  There is very low  by catch and no significant  impacts on protected species 

such as marine mammals, turtles and sharks.  

 
¶ Low impact on habitats:  Handline fishing gear does not interact with the seafloor.  

 
¶ Selective:  Handline fishing is a very selective method of fishing that targets large tunas by 

setting the hooks deeper in the water . This means that these adult tunas  already had time 

to reproduce at least once.  

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

¶ Yellowfin tuna:  Yellowfin tuna stock in the 

Western Central Pacific is not overfished  but 

there is a lack of regulation on the amount that 

is allowed to be caught.  

 

Our partnership with local NGO  

F&L partnered with Masyarakat Dan Perikanan Indonesia, meaning òCommunities and 

Fisheries of Indonesiaó: an experienced non -governmental organization that focuses on 

improving small -scale fisheries all over Indonesia, including other fisheries than tuna. We work 

closely to implement sustain ability and community development activities  

         

Learn more and meet the team at mdpi.or.id  or visit their facebook     

page    
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ANOVA/Fishing & Living is part of the Fisheries Improvement Project (FIP ) for tuna fisheries in 

Indonesia. The FIP covers all gears (Purse -Seine, Longline,  Pole &Line and Ha ndline). Fishing & 

Livingõs focus is on improving the sustainability of the Yellowfin Handline fishery . Fishing & 

Living aims to promote and improve handline tuna fisheries by working with the fishermen and 

their communities.  

éBut some challenges remain 

Handline Tuna Fishing - A very sustainable fishing methodé 

Towards Sustainable Fisheries  
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Improving  Fisheries Management  

As a small -scale artisanal fishery, the handline  tuna fishery often falls outside of government 

regulations.  
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Challenge #1: Lack of 

information  

There is very little information on 

how much tuna is being 

caught by handline fishermen  

 

  What we do: Data 

collection  

Data on tuna catches is being 

collected in 6 locations across 

Eastern Indonesia.  This 

information is then used by the 

government for improving the 

handline tuna fishery.  

Challenge #2: Lack of 

organization  

Handline fishermen are 

often geographically 

dispersed and often 

unaware of their rights  

 

What we do: Fair Trade 

fishermen associations  

Through our Fair Trade pilot, 

we have gathered  

fishermen to form 

associations and have a 

united voice. Through this, 

fishermen become aware of 

their rights as users of the 

resource.  

Fishing & Living/MDPI enumerators collect important information necessary for 

improving the s ustainable management of the fishery  in 6 sites across Eastern 

Indonesia (see map) . Collected information  includes: species, size, age and the 

location of fishing. Enumerators also ask the fishermen about their trip: how many 

days, how much fuel they used and whether  they saw protected species .  

For fisheries management to work f ishermen should work together with the 

government . F&L/MDPI have supported the  formation of fishermen 

associations . This allows them to  carry their v oice and share their knowledge. 

6 fishermen associations have been established so far.  

Towards Sustainable Fisheries  
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Challenge #3 Lack of information 

exchange   

For management to work, 

fishermen and government must 

communicate about the fishery. 

Fishermen often have knowledge 

that the government does not 

have and vice -versa.  

 

What we do: Co -management 

groups  

Bringing together scientist, 

government, fishermen and other 

stakeholders to share knowledge 

and collaborating on improving 

the handline tuna fishery  

Co -management groups  bring together stakeholders to exchange 

information and collaborate  on fisheries improvements. The 1st group was 

established in 2012 in the central province Nusa Tengarra  Barat. The 

second group was established in April 2013 in the Eastern province Maluku. 

Two more are being established in Nusa Tenggara Timur and South 

Sulawesi. (See map)  

Challenge #4 Lack of regulations  

The government of Indonesia has not to date set  any 

limits on how much tuna can be caught in 

Indonesian waters. If there are no regulations, stock 

could become overfished.  

 

What we do: Advocacy for better  regulations  

Cooperation and collaboration with the government 

of Indonesia to develop regulations that aim towards 

sustainable fisheries.  

MDPI regularly meets with the 

government and organizes 

workshops with researchers and 

NGOs to explore and discuss 

better fisheries management.  
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Increasing Awareness in the Communities  

Fishing &Living, in collaboration with MDPI, is actively promoting sustainability with regards to fish 

stocks, marine pollution, protected species and habitats by organizing local events and 

programs in the communities.  
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Turtle release program  

World Ocean Day  

Beach Clean -ups 

Coral Triangle Workshop  

Fishermen Workshop  


